END   OF MINISTRY

of the unscrupulous power, working perinde ac cadaver against
all that was noblest in France, against all that was highest in
the ideals of the Republic. And if Clemenceau knew well that
under all circumstances and at every turn of events the Catholic
Church was the enemy of France and of himself, the Church
had no doubt at all that Clemenceau was its most formidable
foe in French political life.

Long before and after his defeat in the Var, in 1893, the
Catholics never hesitated to join with their enemies, if only this
combination would help them to overthrow Clemenceau. What-
ever differences the French Premier might have with the
Socialists on strikes and social affairs generally, on the matter
of the separation of Church and State they were heartily at one.
In fact, Clemenceau was even more uncompromising than they.
The wrhole texture of his thought revolted against showing any
consideration for a Church which, from his point of view, had
been for centuries the chief and most formidable enemy of
progress in France and the most capable organiser of attacks
upon all democratic and Eepublican ideals.

The greatest names in French history are the names of those
whom the Catholic Church has persecuted or martyred.
Its leaders would resort to the same tactics now, and have
only failed to do so because the power has slipped from
their hands as the truths of science and the wider conceptions
of human destiny have permeated the'minds of the masses.
There was no likelihood that, as Prime Minister, Clemenceau,
the free-thinker and materialist, would be inclined to modify
his opinions in favour of what might be regarded as statesman-
like concessions to the Eight on ecclesiastical matters. The
danger lay in the other direction. It was one of the remarkable
incidents, in connection with his first tenure of the Presidency
of the Council, that the final^ settlement of this important
question of the relations of Church and State should come wbea
he himself was ai the head of the French Government.

When M. Briand's measure for the complete laicisation of the
Church so far as *he State was concerned was introduced into
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